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ABOVE: All action in the main room with a feast of
techniology OPPOSITE: Smoke free but full of Funktion One
- a clearer view of the main room

Angel Lane

Where The Market once stood, a new Angel rises with profound effect

he roar of the Celtic Tiger may, like the
T global economy, be a little less fierce than

it has been over the last four vears, but
the remnants of its glory days remain to be enjoved
by the people, Limerick, a town often ziven less
than a fair coverage by some of the Irish press, has
fiourished into a vibrant city, complete with & neat
nix of traditional and contemporary; bars, hotels,
cafe culture and clubs. In response to the city's
cevelopment, which has seen a significant growth

i1 the nighttime cireuit, Powton Company Led
dosed The Market for 18 months, to carry out a
complete overhaul that has reaped stunning results.
Re-launching on Thursday 12 June as Angel Lane,
the 18-month transformation entailed traasition

ior both the venue, and Danny O'Connell, who
began the project with audic and visuel installers,
Performance Audio & Light and wound up as
operations manager at Angel Lane.

"I'd been with Per‘ormance Audio & Light for
quite a while and I felt like I'd done everything I

tould with sound and light. This is the industry I
want to be in. 1 felt that this venue was the one that

had most potentizl if' it was redzveloped and done
r;ghl. waich as you cen see, it has,” states Dannv.

The project, predominatzly a collaboration
between Performance Audio & Light and
designers The Deluxe Group, revolves around a
technologically driven design that incorporates @
feast of LED and moveadle lighting, as wzll as the
infamous Funktion One (F1) Dancestack and same
Acoustic Line kit for good measure.

Performance Audio & Light's, Derek O'Sullivan
explains the coming together: "As a customer
of Performance Audio & Light for a number of
years, Powton looked to my experience to point :t
in the direction for the Angel Lane concept, not
only for sound and light but for the appointment
of an inzerior designer. We'd just completed a
FI installation in a venue with Deluxe, 1 had no
hesitation in recommending them.”

The 1,000-capacity venue spreads over three
tiers, with six teilets, four bars and two smoking
areas. Entry, from Robert Stree:, tzkes customers
into the ground floor, housing two bars, one to the
left and one on the back wall. Moving into the main

body of the club, the epic front wall of the club that
houses the DJ/V] booth, becomes apparent, as does
the halced dancefoor

The front wall, brainchild of Derek at
Performance Audio & Light, has 16 Studio Due
Shark 150/C moving heads facing the crowd, with a
farther eight positiored to the sides; four on each.
The captivating array of technology continues with
two Hitatchi CPALOOs with rear projection flanking
toth wings, providing ore of many opportunities
throughout the venue for screening visuals,

Sitting on the floor, towering above head height
at either side cf the booth are the formidable I'1
Dancestacks (D83 Configuration) that are a real
talking point. Danny explains their impact: “The
obvious reason for going with F1 1 the sound
quality and for the sheer levels you can attain
without distortior. One of the things we say about
F1 is vou could be reading 110dB, but yvou can
still turn to the person nzxt to you and have a
conversation without screaming because it has such
a true response. The other reason, for me especially,

Cian and Willie felt the same, is the visual | 3
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BELOW: Colourwashing across the mezzznine floor
gives spectacular results BELOW LEFT: Frivate
club, exclusively for everyone BELOW RIGHT: One
of two long bars situated on the ground floor

> iml:‘-zu_‘l' of F1, it's a status sylnhnl."

Deliaxe has incarparated a massive ameount of
LED lighting throughout the design. This includes
the colourchanging LED hale above the danczfloor,
which encircles eight JB Lighting Varyscan P3
moving heads, and four colour-charging arches that
shoot kack across the ceiling towards the front wall
of the club, further adding to the visual spectacle.
LEDs enhance the semi-oartition that bounds
the dancefloor, on both the insice and outside,
combining in uniform with all the other LED
formations throughout the main room.

Danny comments: "Everything is LED from
start to hmsh, even the lights in the toilet are LED.
Adrian at Deluxe came up with the lighting plan
and expanded on 1t with Powron. T supposge he
[Adrian] is like any designer; he's going to give you
a dESign with the best ui-l-_'\'k.'."\-ﬂ.iug. Ti st _j-Jb-‘s
[ think a lot of things get stripped out, but here if
anything, it's been expanded.”

The second tier, or mezzanine level, has seating
areas upholstered in faux fur ar either end and a

central bar that backs onto the main ronm, leaving
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the main floor area clear for passing traffic going

between downstairs and the private club above,
Again, LED lighting is prominent, decaratively
washing over the ceiling, Views down over the main
clubbing space maintair the coherence of the venue,
whilst providing more intimate surroundings.

The private bar, although exclusive in its
aesthetic, is not restricted in its availability.
“Limerick’s a small place. How many VIPs do you
think there are in Limerick? There are clubs that
have a VIP section, but we don't feel they serve a
purpose for our market,” explains Danny,

A loungey feel is crezted with a mixture of
seating; adjacent seating around a small dancefloor
and D] booth, complemented by high chairs and
seating set in front of a glazed champagne display.
The bar is situated on the back wall, past which
there is more seating donning & variety of differeat
upholstery styles. From here the private smoking
area that lacks over the main smoking area can be
entered. Acoustic Line kit has been chosen to cater
for the subtleties of the space,

The smoking areas are talking points in
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VITAL STATISTICS

Angel Lane

The Milk Market

Raber: Strest

Limerick

Tel: +353!0) 61 313 453
Owner: Pawton Company Ltd

Hours
Thur-Fri 11pm-2.30am // Sat 10pm-2.30am // Sun 11pm-
2.30am

Key Contractors

Interior Designer: The Deluxe Group // Architect: Nizll
McPartlin // Main Contractor: C.J Duggan Bsilding Contrac-
tor/The Deluxe Group // Light, Sound and Visual Instal-
lation: Perormance Audio & Light // Backbar & Fittings:
Donnelly Engineering // Furniture: Abbey Owney // Floor-
ing: Glenwaod Flooring/Naturel Stone /7 EPoS Provider:
CSS Computers // Refrigaration: Limerick Refrigeration //
Entry/Membership Systams: AbbeyCrest

Drinks

Pouring brands: Smirnaff Red vodka, Cork Dry gin, Bacarci
rum, Jack Daniels bourbon, Powers whisky, Hennessy vS
brandy // Fremium draught lager: €5 (Heineken; pirf)

/¢ Standard draught lager: £5 (Carisberg; pint) // Lead
PPL: £5 (Budweiser| // Lead PPS: 85.50 (WKD) // Cocktail
list: Yes

Technology

Lighting (main): 8 » JB Lighting Varyscan P3, 24 x Studio
Due Shark 150/%, 4 « 1500W DMX strobe, 2 x Laserworld
ProlUD0G W green laser, 1 x Smoke Factory Data? //
(upslairs): 8 x Studio Duz Shark 130/C// Sound (main): 2
x Funktion One Danczstack (D53 Configl, 1 % Funktion One
FFROOO mixer, 2 % Funktion One Res2 Rearfill, 4 x MC2 E45
anp, 3 x MC2 E35 amp. . x MCZ E15 amp, 7 x XTA DP448
processor, 2 x Poneer CDJ-1000 // (upstairs): 4 ¢ Accustic
Ling TSM13. 2 x Acoustic Line TSM15, 1 x Denon mixe, 2 x
Poneer COI-200

themselves. Upstairs, the private smoking is an
almost enclosed space with fixed translucent
seating, lit by TED. The main smoking area is
relatively expansive in terms of size, and visuals,
LED colourwashing across the architecture is again
promenent, as well s screens for visual displays.
Angel Lane comprises a contemporary, trend-
setting design from Deluxe, the technical know-
hew and expertise of Performance Audio & Light,
cutting-edge kit, and a hard working operations
manager, who's poured many hours into the venue's
turnaround znd is now committed to a new career
path and in using all of the above o the fullest,
“Tt's different; it's bright, warm and inviting.
With the lighting theme, you can see one end to
the ether, but there's still an atmosphere; it's not
lit up like somebody's kitcken. We've the facilities
to make it feel any way we want,” says Danny. And
v the direcuon of the club: “It’s not all about the
D], and it’s not all about this vr all aboui that, It's
about the club, the etmosphere and the way people
are treated. On top of everything clse, we feel that's

what's going to make people coming back.” H



