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C O MP A N Y
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F UNK T ION ON F OR M B Y  W ALT E R  MIR AUR E R

The last time we reported on Funktion One in these pages  it

was, to offer the briefest of summaries, a small company poised

at the threshold of greatness. S o, where is  it now, and what's  been

happening down on the Farm, the company's  power base tucked

away in leafy, soporific S urrey?  Well,  the ink on that last report was

hardly dry before Funktion One made a very s ignificant advance,

incorporating proprietary technology. Before continuing, let me

remind you what proprietary technology is. It means  you can do

things  which others  cannot. Last yean they announced the R esolution

I, the first high power speaker system not to use a compress ion

driver for the HF. If the advance was  significant, the advantages  were

telling ones. Dramatically reduced distortion must come top of this

list, resulting as  it does  in sound that is  crisp, accurate and unfatiguing,

even at high S PL's.The technique also provides  a more smoothly

integrated spectrum response and exemplary pattern control. R ivals

have been unable to imitate or emulate this  technology, and so the

R es  I remains  unique, within its  class , literally peerless.

Tony Andrews, whose creature Funktion One most assuredly is ,

has  long been an advocate of quality amplification, of judicious

matching between amp and speaker His  numerous  and varied

loudspeaker products  have for years  now come with underlined

recommendations  about suitable matching amplification. For a while

now, Funktion One has  itself sold 'suitable' amplifiers, commissioned

from MC2, as  companion units  to its  speaker systems.Today, you can

delete the word 'suitable' and replace it with 'ideal' because, at the

forthcoming Pro Light & S ound show in Frankfurt, Funktion One

will launch its  first powered loudspeakers , proven units  with custom

designed on-board amplification furnished by XTA. At launch, there

will be two, twin channel offerings, A4, which is  designed to partner

R esolution 2 cabinets, and A6 which will power 2 x F 218 Infrabass

enclosures . Both units  are C lass  T  designs  and boast impressive

specifications.The A4 module adds  a mere 3.2kg to the R es  2, which

is  hardly back breaking when you consider that it offers  1200W/ch

into 4 Ohms, that it sports  96kHz DSP, which can be accessed via

R S 485 networking (the hardware is  in situ, awaiting software), US B

PC  link-up for push button operation and is  cooled by low noise

demand regulated fans.

Figure fans  will be impressed by the amp s pecs  which include; 600V/

ms S lew R ate; Damping Factor 1400; 5ms  R ise T ime; substantially flat

response from around 15HZ to beyond 20kHz; miserly distortion of

0.005%  8F V I kHz with a niggardly maximum of 0.25% at clip point *

C loc k wis e fr o m top:  F unk tion O ne has  fo u n d fa v o u r in a v a r ie ty of v e n u e s , inc luding B ergain in B erlin a nd S tealth in Nottingham;  the s miles  s ay it all
- T ony A n dr e ws  and X T A  E lec tronic s  A n dr e w G ray land lis tening to the F 218 B a s s ' s  new built in amplifier a t the U K ' s  B ig Chill F es tival;  a c lus ter of
R es 2's ;  F unktion O ne's  David B ruml and X T A 's  G uy L ewis  s how s how their work ing at this  y ea r 's  S IE L
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 ̂into 8 Ohms, at which the output stages  will swing 210V peak to

peak The A6 module gives  s imilar data, but offers  2,250W/ch into 4

Ohms, having stiffen rails  and 4.5kW regulated P S U.As  well as  driving

the F 218 into which it is  mounted, the A4 will also power a s ibling

slave, making it highly cos t-effective. If you are not a figures  freak,

if numbers  leave you numb, then trust me, these are exemplary

specifications, and you should expect great things  if you make it

to the Funktion One demo in Frankfurt. (As  usual, they are in the

chapel adjacent to Halle 4.) Two important milestones  on this  little

company's  path to greatness  have already been achieved.

C OMME R C IAL C ONS IDE R ATIONS

Away from the Farm and out in the field, F unktion One have been

no less  busy.The brand has  quietly become a 'must have' in the

danceclub and dis co marketplace, where of cours e quiet is  a word

not often used.This  industry has  now come of age, and standards

are as  exacting as  in any other part of the pro-audio arena.They

benefit from the same level of clos e personal attention from the

mothership too.Tony, John Newsham.Ann and David Bruml maintain

a close personal relationship with their products  and projects.

The interest and commitment don't stop with the delivery note.The

David Beckham Football Academy in Greenwich will have benefitted

from the same level of attention to detail as  the staggering stereo

stacks  at clubs  like Digital in Newcastle.These are areas  of business

which F unktion One have developed consistently from their initial

M.I.  and touring base. In the context of club systems.Tony was

disappointed that s uch sophisticated, accurate, powerful potential

should still be degraded by the use of poor (even domestic) quality

mixing systems that he went out and sourced a dedicated unit, from

Formula S ound, to ensure that the full performance capability was

unleashed.This  is  typical of the Andrews approach, sedulous  to the

extreme, but it would not be inappropriate to say that the emphasis

in the title Funktion One, should be on fun, for it most definitely is.

The notion is , however tempered by the knowledge that, unles s  the

fundamentals  are in place, any chance of fun flies  out of the window.

Funktion One has  now built for itself an important niche in the

marketplace as  the small company that thinks  (and achieves) big. And

that's  just great. Q www.funktion-one.com

B elow: J ohn News ham of F unktion O ne checks  on a R es olution 5 C lus ter

us ed for a J amiroquai gig at T okyo Dome

B ottom: K arl Hyde (left) and R ick S mith (right) from Underworld with

the firs t self powered R es olution 2s  in their studio

F R AN Q AIS
La derniere fois  que nous  avons ecrit
un article sur Funktion One. c'etait pour

introduire une petite compagnie au seuil

du succes. Que sest-il passe depuis  lors  a
la "ferme", son siege niche dans  le paysage

arbore du comte du S urrey ?  L'an dernier.
F unktion One a lance R es olution I,  le

premier systeme de haut-parleurs  haute

puissance qui n'utilise pas  de chambre de
compression pour les  hautes  frequences.

La concurrence n'a pas  pu imiter ou
6galer cette technologic et le R es  I reste

unique en son genre dans  sa categoric.
Le propnetaire, Tony Andrews, est depuis

longtemps un ap6tre de ('amplification de
qualite - s es  haut-parleurs, nombreux et

varies, sont vendus  depuis  des  annees  avec

de fermes  recommandations  concernant

les  amplificateurs  appropries . F unktion
One vend de"ja ses  propres  amplificateurs

"convenables " commandes  a MC 2, pour
accompagner ses  systemes de haut-parleurs.
A la prochaine expos ition Pro Light &

S ound. F unktion One lancera toutefois
ses  premieres  enceintes  a puissance, des

unites  equip ês  d'une amplification a bond
concue sur mesure creees  par XTA S i vous

pouvez vous  rendre a la demonstration

de Funktion One a Frankfort vous  pouvez

vous  attendre a une superbe experience.

D E U T S C H
A ls  wir z ule tz t uber F unktion One
berichteten. war es  ein kleines  Untemehmen
mit groGem Zukunftspotenzial. Was  gibt's
also Neues  auf der ,,Farm". dem versteckt
in der grijnen englis chen G ra fs cha ft
S urrey gelegenen Hauptsitz der Firma?
Letztes  jahr kundigte F unktion One die
E infuhrung des  R esolution I an - des  ersten
leis tungs s ta rken L a uts pre c he rs ys te ms
ohne Kompressionstreiber fur den hohen
F requenzbereich. Die K onkurrenz hat es
bisher nicht ges chafft, ein vergleichbares
Produkt auf den Markt zu bnngen, der R es
I bleibt daher in seiner K lasse unerreicht.
F irmeninhaber Tony Andrews is t s eit
langem ein Verfechter von hochwertigen
Verstarkeranlagen - seit Jahren empfiehU
er fur s e ine vie len ve rs c hie de ne n
Lauts precherprodukte die V erwendung
geeigneter a bges timmter V ers ta rker.
S eit e iner W eile verka uft F unktion
One nun s elbs t s olche . .geeigneten"
Verstarker die es  als  Erganzung zu seinen
Lautsprechersystemen bei MC2 in Auftrag
gibt. Auf der bevorstehenden Pro Light &
S ound will Funktion One jetzt seine ersten
gepowerten Lautsprecher auf den Markt
bnngen - maftgeschneiderte C erate mit
einem integnerten V ers tarkungs s s ys tem
von X T A. Die B es ucher der F unktion
O ne -D e mo in F ra nk furt durfe n
a ls o s c h o n ma l ne ugie rig s e in.

IT ALIANO
L'ultlma volta che abbiamo parlato di

F unktion One era per presentare una

piccola grande azienda, in procinto di

esplodere sui mercati di tutto il mondo. Ci

chiedevamo quindi cosa stesse succedendo

alia Farm, il quaitier generate delta societa,

na s cos to nel piu profondo S urrey. . .

bene, I'anno s cors o la F unktion One ha

annunciate il lancio di R esolution I. il primo

sistema di altoparlanti high power a non

utilizzare un driver di compres s ione per

le alte frequenze. La concorrenza non e

stata in grado di imitare o emulare questa

tecnologia e quindi i R es  I rimangono

un prodotto unico nella propria clas s e.

Tony Andrews, il proprietario. e da tempo

un paladmo dell'amplificazione di qualita. I

numerosi altoparlanti dell'azienda recano

da anni cons igli e s uggerimenti s ugli

amplificaton da utilizzare con i propri

prodotti.  Funktion One vende anche alcuni

a mplifica tori. prodotti da MC 2, come

unita compatibili con i propri s is temi di

a ltopa rla nti. A IT immine nte mos tra

P ro Light & S ound, tuttavia . F unktion

One lancera i primi a ltoparlanti con

amplificazione on-board cus tomizzata da

X T A. Non mancate dunque di vis itare

lo stand di F unktion One a F rancoforte.

E S P AN O L
La ultima vez que hablamos de F unktion
One fue para presentar a una pequena
empresa llamada a ser una de las  grandes.
iQue ha pasado ultimamente en Farm, la
sede central de la sociedad radicada en
el verde S urrey?  E l ano pasado lanzaron
el R es olution I.  el primer s istema de
altavoces  que no utiliza un controlador de
compresion para las  alias  frecuencias . La
competencia no ha sido capaz de imitar o
emular esta tecnologia y. por tanto. el R es  I

sigue siendo un producto unico en su clas e.
S u propietario. Tony Andrews , es , desde
ha ce mucho tiempo. defens or de la
amplificacion de calidad, y sus  numerosos
y variados  productos  de aftavoces  incluyen
desde hace anos  recomendaciones  firmes
sobre los  amplificadores  ma's  adecuados
corres pondientes . Desde hace tiempo.
F unktion One vende a mplifica dore s
"adecuados". puestos  en s ervicio desde
MC 2, como unidades  de acompanamiento
de sus  sistemas de altavoces. S in embargo,
en la proxima fena Pro Light & S ound.
F unktion One va a lanzar s us  primeros
a lta voces  a limentados . unidades  con
a mplifica cion on-board dis ena da a
medida y creada por X T A. S i acude
a la demostracion de F unktion One en
Frankfurt, seguro que no sale defraudado.
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