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V oodoo
S tate of the art club venue cas ts  a s pell over Iris h dance s cene

auro Piccotto's performance at the

opening of C lub V oodoo set an appropriate

tone for a club that's made a massive

impact on the I rish dance music scene.

T he club opened at the end of 2006 after a

multi-million euro investment by owner Jason

B lack, a local entrepreneur who made his f i rst foray

into late night entertainment with L etterkenny's

purpose built live music venue V oodoo L ounge in

A pri l 2006.

C lub V oodoo was the second part of the

refurbishment, a 1,000 square foot site si tuated

above and at the back of the L ounge that had

formerly traded as B ar M ono.

As part of the 12 week f i t out, the premises

were extended through extensive structural work

to the inside of the building to create a large open

space with a central dancefloor overlooked by a

balcony. U pstairs, an independent dancefloor and

DJ booth are split from the main space by a glass

wall. A djacent to the second dance space - 200

capacity to the main room's 800 - are three plush

V I P rooms, for between 20 and 100 people, two of

which overlook the main dancefloor; one of which is

sponsored by Moet.

T he layout plays a critical role in meeting the

brief set by B lack for his chosen interior designers,

the A rmagh-based Deluxe Group.

"He wanted a mul ti purpose venue that

would become the best venue in the country,"

says Deluxe's R ichard C arron, with no hint of

exaggeration in his voice. "He wanted something

di f ferent that would wow any person coming

through the doors, not only to give them a one off

fantastic experience and a memorable night, but to

make the discerning clientele leaving feeling they

want to come back."

A cting as designer, quanti ty surveyor, project

manger and foreman on the project, Deluxe saw

initial concepts through to completion.

T hey've designed the club to cater for a wide

range of clientele: from 'proper' clubbers to label-

loving bar fl ies, as well as a range of corporate

clients. E xplains the manager Pat; "Jason didn't

just want a nightclub, he wanted an entertainment

complex as well as dance music you could host car

launches, video game launches, conferences and

fashion shows." To accommodate, the numerous

areas in the venue vary in size and style ("so there's

something for everyone," says Darren. T he main

room's wide spaces and hard surfaces make it the

perfect place for a ful l -on night of dancing. A t

the other end of the scale, the V I P areas are more

comfortable and plush with luxurious wall fabrics,

quality seating and grand light f ittings creating a

real sense of occassion. I n the two V I P that rooms

overlook the dancefloor, guests can chose to hide

behind curtains in their own l i ttl e world - or pul l the

curtai ns back for a a great view of the club below.

E ven the smoking area is impressive, with its

own bar, a gas censored heating system, a bespoke

joinery feature as a focal point (manufactured by

Deluxe) , outdoor plasma T V s and L E D l ighting

used to create a welcoming ambience. The facility

is shared by customers from both the L ounge and

the club, and a good example of how a well planned

smoking terrace can make a positive contribution to

customer experience on a night out.

B lack's desire for qual i ty was something ^
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 ̂ that he reiterated to al l of the involved

contractors. He wanted the best for his state of the

art club, and nowhere was this more evident than

the sound, l ight and video systems, which comprise

a bewildering array of equipment intelligently

deployed and integrated by installers R eynolds of

R aphoe.

"T he sound and lighting brief for V oodoo

was simple," remembers company MD Declan

R eynolds. "To create a world class nightclub to rival

any in E urope: a club to attract customers from all

over N orthern I reland as well as those from the local

area."

He worked closely wi th the Deluxe design team

from the very start to ensure that the l ighting and

video complemented and enhanced the interior

design: resulting in a stunning outcome.

Pulsar C hroma range products, A R C colour

changing and single colour L E Ds and R eynolds'

own brand of L E D rope light have been used off the

dancefloor to highlight the various features of the

club and create an appropriate atmosphere.

"T he l i ghti ng is absolutely essential to the

finished look of the club," confirms Deluxe's

R ichard C arron.

On the dancefloor, a Pulsar Masterpiece controls

16 Clay Paky Golden Scans, 16 G enius Next scans

and various PR  l ighting moving heads to create a

dramatic l i ghti ng effect, improving the dancefloor

experience for clubbers.

"B ecause the club is open so many nights, we

needed f ixtures with total rel iabi l i ty and real power,"

says Declan. "So we chose C lay Paky as the main

lighting on the rig. Having used Golden Scans so

successfully another recent instal lation at the V elvet

R ooms in Sligo, these f i xtures were the obvious

choice."

Closer to the dancefloor is yet another dramati c

l ighting feature: a four-metre DJ box with L E D

panel front, which elevates the DJ puts him

unquestionably at centre stage.

L ots of video effects - includingOxtron video

graphics and various plasmas and projectors -

complete the AV  l ine up.

W hen it came to the sound system, V oodoo's

hands-on owner had a clear idea of what he wanted.

I n certain sections of the dance music community,

F unktion One has become short hand for serious

i ntenti ons - and after visi ting the Performance

A udio &  L ight/F unktion One demo room at I rish

trade show V intra in Feb 2006, he decided it was a

perfect fit for the club.

T hus I rish function one dealers Performance

A udio &  L ight became involved in the project,

working to design and i nstal l the dancefloor sound

system in conjunction with R eynolds of R aphoe.

"Dancestack was the natural choice for the venue

as it ticked all the required boxes, from the visual

impact to the unparalleled sonic performance of

the system," says PA L s Derek O'Sullivan. A fter
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 ̂ visiting the club he designed, specified and

commissioned the main dancefloor sound system,

working in conjunction with F unktion One's John

N ewsham to complete the f inal system tuning prior

to opening.

"Club V oodoo's owners have brought some

very big names to play the venue and the sound

i nstal l ati on has def ini tely made the venue more

appeal ing to them," says Derek of the prestige

instal lation.

Off the main dancefloor, Declan R eynolds

needed to create a coherent audio package to suit

the club's other seven zones: another dancefloor,

three zones of f i l l in audio, plus two party rooms

and toilets. T he solution came in the shape of

B SS Soundweb, the control of which allows the

various zones to operate as a single system, or

independently, each wi thi n dif ferent parameters

and at different levels. On the first floor dancefloor,

which acts as a friendly, smaller counterpoint to the

serious clubbing experience on offer in the main

room, DAS A udio speakers were selected for their

"performance and value for money." More DA S

A udio products were used for in-fi l l , along with high

quality JB L  24CT  Micro ceiling speakers.

B y offering both a f ul l on experience in the main

room and a premium experience in the V IPs (where

customers can book a la carte dining as well as

premium drinks and even l imos to take them to

and from the club) , C lub V oodoo has had a massive

impact on the area.

Says G eneral M anager Pat: "At the moment the

club scene is quite busy after being in a lul l for

the past few years, in L etterkenny and Donegal in

particular. T he feedback we'd had from a lot of the

clubbers and DJs is that we've brought the 'big

night out ethos' back to North West I reland - we've

got people from Derry, B elfast Colraine, even as

far as L imerick and Cork coming up the club. I t's

worth traveling for: it's the perfect club." •

V IT A L S T AT IS T IC S
V oodoo

21 Main S treet
Letterkenny

C o. Donegal

Ireland
Tel: 00353 7491777 04

Owner: J as on B lack

K ey C ontractors

Interior Designer: Deluxe G roup // Light, S ound and
Visual Installation: R eynolds  of R aphoe // EPoS: Abbey-

cres t T raders/Q S ystems

T echnology
S ound system: 2 x Funktion One Infrabass, 1 x Funktion

One Infrahorn, 3 x MC 2 Audio / F unktion One E 45 amplifier,

3 x MC 2 Audio / F unktion One E 25 amplifier, 2 x MC 2 Audio /
F unktion One E 15 amplifier, 2 x F unktion One X01 processor,

2 x Funktion One R es  2 . 1 x Formula S ound FF-6000 mixer,
3 x P ioneer C DJ -1000 MK3 C D players , 2 x T echnics  S L1210

turntables, 1 x P ioneer E F X -1000,1 x BS S  S oundweb Lite, 1
x BS S  9012 S hrimp control, 1 x T OA / R C F  120 watt ampli-

fiers, 2 x C rown XLS  402 power amp, 3 x C rown XS  900

power amps , 3 x C rown XS  700 power amps , 3 x C rown XS

500 power amps , 12 x DAS  R F  8 F ill In s peaker. 4 x DAS  S ub

15 bas s  ban, 4 x DAS  R F 12 top cabinets , 8 x J B L 24C T  Micro
ceiling speakers  // Lighting: 16 x Clay Paky Golden S can 3,

16 x G enius  Next S cans  R G , 4 x G enius  Motor s how 150 R G ,

12 x P earl R iver P ilot moving heads , 4 x G enius  S uper Q uark

S can MS D250, 2 x 4 mtr s ections  of L ites tructures  rigging, 2

x 3 mtr sections  of Litestructures  rigging, 2 x 2 mtr sections

of Litestructures  rigging, 3 x Martin Atomic S trobe, 30" mir-
ror ball,  1 x extra heavy duty motor, 6 x B atmink 1 watt par

kans  for stage, 1 x J em ZR 33 smoke machine, 1 x J em 24/7

Haze machine, 1 x Pulsar Masterpiece, 2 x Masterpiece

replay units  // LE D lighting: 80 x R ed V enus  Arc LE D 1 Watt

LE D lights, 120 B lue V enue A rc LE D 1 watt LE D lights, 12 x

P ulsar C hroma P anels, 1 x C hroma Zone 12, 12 x LE D colour

change cubes, 2 x C ontrollers, 6 x Arc LE D mini ring LED

colour changes, 1 x Driver box, 1 x 18 channel datapack,

1 x 1 2 channel datapack, 1 x OS 1 Lighting C ontroller, 2 x

Las ers  for mas k, 1 x 2.5 watt las er s ys tem // Visuals : 1 x
24 cell dream panel wall,  15 x 42" Panasonic and S amsung

plasmas, 2 x 32" S ony V  S eries  LC D s creen, 11 x 15" LC D

for toilets  and stairs , 1 x O xtron full system, 1 x Oxtron

Artmas ter s ys tem, 1 x Outdoor plas mas  for smoking area, 4

x Mitsubishi projectors, 1 x Chroma Zone 12 (china white),

12 x C hroma S trip


