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teglth in Noftingham
continues the long line
of groundbreaking
dance venues lo have

emerged from the UK's
late night scene over the past
decade and beyond. The venue
itself is o product of the fusion
batween two of the city's most
accomplished operators: George
Atkins - Direclor of Daybrook House
Promotions, operator of Rock City,
and purveyar af quality, live music
venues; and Jomes Baillie - nomed
the fifth most influential man in
music by the NME in 1999 and syn-
onymous with Nottingham insfitu-
tions The Sociol and The Bamb.

“I've known George for years, and
I think it was inevitable that we were
going 1o do something fogether,”
James reflects; Gearge agrees:
“James had moved on from the
Bomb and had some great ideas. i
searnad obvious ance we started
talking that were going fo do Stealth
= | think it took about an hour to
decide that it was going to hoppen.”

The difference with Slealth is evi-
dent in every asped of the opera-
lien, combimng confidence, intelli-
gence, real investment, and o music
palicy thot pre-dates the superclub
with its forward thinking philesophy,

The confidence originotes, in par,
fram a proficient knowledge of the
markef in Netfingham,

“Something like this hasn't been
done for o long time," explains
George, "The Bomb opened six
years ago, and Media ond Mode
ore o lot more moinstream thon

us.” Moreover, as James identifies,
the scane in the whole of the Morth
of England required some kind of
change.

“In the mid 90s everything was
happening up north - from Cream,
to Basics, The Bomb and
Gaotecrasher; now the roles hove
reversed - you only hove 1o lock at
Fabric, The Cock, Nag Mag Nog
and The End to see thal London has
taken over the scene ™

Stealth is very differant in design
and tokes shape within fwo similor
sized rooms thol ore spreoad ocross
wo floors to creale o capocity of
660

*So often you go fo dance clubs
and thera's a room one with ol| the
big acts on, and room wo is o bit of
an afterthought,” explains Stealth’s
Will Harold. "At Stealth both roams
are a fairly equol size. We wan!
them o be equally strong in their
own right, so that customers coming
down te the club gofo both rooms
instead of all cramming into one.”

“We feel that design-wise Stealth is
olmost like @ mini Haciendo,”
admits George. “It was occidental -
the pillars were added because we
needed extro support,”

The brief given to the venue's infe-
rior designers asked for a blank
canvas - a space where lighting and
visuals could be monipulated
Practicality wos also taken into con-
sideration, with the addition of o
comdor belween twa siaircases thal
provides access between the floors,
and tokes the main tharoughfare
awoy fram the doncefloor area

The investment in design has been
maiched with dedication to technol-
ogy all of which has been built
around Stealth’s music policy.

"I've structured the music policy in
the some way os the Hocienda,”
James explains, wormly corveying
the love that was injected into this
tozk. “In the "80s and "?0s, the
Hocienda was doing a lof of guilar
bands in the week and ot the week-
end ployed acid house.”

As Will observes: “MNot that many
people do 'live’ because il requires
exira work o bring in,” but this is
ane of the features thot moke
Steolth so unique

The sound system of Stealth illus-
Irates a dedication to music and has
been designed by David Kellond
from Kelco UK Ltd, *We are part of
the Funkhon One family,” explains
David. "In order to be a part you
have to hove o passion - the guys
down there are incredible, and with
their attenfion fo detall, producing
equipment of thal quality, it's diffi-
cult net fo.”

James ond Will determined on a
Funkfion One system: “It's an
amozing systern. We specified the
Donce Stack for the upstairs room -
there's only four in the waorld. The
clarity 1s crystal clear, even af the
bottom end. Systems usually only go
down to 40 and then they start dis-
tarting, this goes down 1o 20 so you
con't actually hear the infro-bass,
you can just feal j1."

Such wos their resolve thol George
was convinced to install the system;
James laughs: "George octually

said ‘lames wos adomant about
this system - he was throwing his
balls out of the prami But I'm glad
we went with it because it is such o
talking poirﬁ,'"

Exploins David: “James and Will
hod seen the Dance Steck, and
what first appealed to them wes the
visual statement it made - it looks
awesome. But | think ance they
heard it they became involved.
That's the one part they specified -
we designed the rest of the system
around i."”

“It was o foirly easy job for me.
Whean you start off with o loud
speaker os good os the Dance Stack
you wonl everything to be os good
dowri the choin. We listen fo a lof of
stuff all the time - the MC2 E series
amplifiers are tremendous; they're
British mode, and they make the
sound jump out of the boxes
Because he processing is by ampli.
fier it sounds greot, and with no
user conlirols is a pretty sofe bet for
o nightclub of any description.”

Downstoirs David installed o
smaller, bul nonetheless impressive
systern, which will allow for live
bonds fo use the spoce.

"We started off with a bit of o
smoller system, ond decided we
wanted to give a litile bit more, so
we fixed up with the Resolution 2
The downstairs system warks in twa
different positions, so we had fo loy
in a second network of cables 1o
give the apporiunity to mave the
stacks. And it's o stockable systam
rather than o standing or installed
systemn 5o we consulled abouw! &
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% |he dependence on their needs for
the rmght,”

The team encountered one prob-
lem when installing the Dance
Stacks, David recalls: "The Dance
Stacks were about 2 inches too fall
for the room, so Will made me cut it
down! We chopped down the top
mounting bracket, and it squeezed
in by a hair. It was a tense few
moiments. ™

And the bigges! endorsement for
the speaker? Asking Will whether
the floor or the speaker would have
been the first to go: *We would
have maoved the floor, Evaryone e
spoke to - whether they wera
invalved in the field, a D) or live ad
- all soid, for what we wanted 1o do,
that's the system we wanted, With
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music being so imparant for us, it is
mmpartant to have the night system.

We're really, really happy. The reac-
fion from the crowd, and the
amount of peaple who are talking
about if, more than justifies the cost
Because il people are talking about
the system, they're talki ng aboul
us.”

Keleo hove also recently taken en
the distribufion of EM Acouslics, and
used their monitor loudspeokers
within the DJ booth. This is the first
club installation 1o featurs EM
Acoustics” products, and will see the
brond expanding from the confer-
encing ond theatre market

Lighting at Stealth was designed
ond installed by Rob Davies at
cﬂlUUT S'DUﬂd EIFEI’“HB!‘I‘, ﬂ'hﬁ wWon

the confract after submitting ideas
bosed around Stealth’s budget.
Colour Sound Expenmant are best
known for their work an the live cir-
cuit, ond have recently completed
an installation on Shepherd's Bush
Green, The full specification
includes 16 Martin Professional
MAC 250+ moving heads
because “they are a reliable prod-

chosen

uel, ond the right size of moving
head to fit the spoce and low ceil-
ngs.” These are complemented by
four Martin Atemic Strobes, regular-
ly used by Colour Sound Experiment
nat anly tor their relichility, but also
because they have a dimmer facility
that makes them more versolile

Rob also installed 24 Pulsar
Chroma Domes, explaining:

"George wos interested in the LED
technology thot has been devel-
oped, and the energy and money
saving odvantoges thal could be
brought to the unit. We were keen
te use the Chromao Domes because
they are simple, work well, and offer
lowe ronaner cons\.’rﬂpﬁnn.” Tl1r35-¢
producs ore distributed egually
between the two rooms, with both
rigs designed over the main dance-
floor areas, to provide colour,
shape ond interest

“One of the design points was to
make the two rigs identical, but alter
the programming to suit the differ-
ent styles of music on offer on soch
room,” continues Rob. “We tock o
logical approach - downstairs at
Stealth coters for the mojon- &
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technical information

LIGHT/VIDEO

16 Martin Mac 250+ 4 x Martin Atomic strobe; 24 x
Pulsar Chroma Daome: 2 % Pulsar Chroma Zone: 2 %
Light Processor extended lighting desk; 2% Jem ZR12
smoke machine; 12 x Par 84 Parcan; 1 = Strand dimmer
2 x Sanyo XGA LCD Projector. 1 x Novation Remote 25
confrol keyboard; 1 % Edirol V4 Digital Video Mixzer, 2 x
Pioneer DVD Player, Multi-Region/Multi-format, 2 x 147
TFT Preview Monitor: 1 ® Sanyo VCR NTSC/PAL; 1 x
Rack-Mount Digital Media server with bullt ISDN
Support: 1 x 32 way video patch bay: Software: Arkaos
V13.0; Visual Jockey R3.5: Electronika live 2.0

SOUND & ty of the live bands, but George and James also

First Fleor: 1 x Bl-Amp Audia-Flex ; 1 x Bi-Amp Audla- warted the versatility 1o be oble to host PAs
Loglc Box; 2 x MC2 E-15 Amplitier [New Range): 3 x

upstairs. Rather than purchasing two parca 15,
MC2 E-25 Amplifier (New Range): 3 x MC2 T2000 PR R SO

Amplifier; 1 x MC2 T1000 Amplifier; 2 = Funktion-One we hove used parcans and o dimmer downstairs
Dance Stack: 4 x EM Acoustic EMS-B1 VIP Area that can be moved upstairs, which is already
Speaker; 2 ¥ EM Acoustics EMS-121 DI Maonitor: 1 x g

» bled 1!
Allen & Heath Xone-92 D) mixer; 1 % Custom Rack eabledio accommodats ihe mcf\rr.:
Ground Floor; 1 x Bi-Amp Audia-Solo; 1 x Bi-Amp Both areas are conirolled by Light Processor
Audia-Logic Box: 2 x MC2 E-15 Amplifier: 3 x MC2 E- exlanded lighting desks, which, Rob odmits, he

25 Amplifier; 1 % MC2 T2000 Amplifier. 4 x Funktion-
One Resalution 4, & x Funktion-One F218 Bass Bin; 2 » " :
EM Acoustics EMS-121 DJ Moniter: 1 x Allen & Heath recommendation from o house technician, The

Xone:92 D) mixer: 1 x Custom Rack: 24 x pair multicore desk suited the applicafion because il s cost effec-
& stage box with custom patch panel

hosn't used before: “We installed this desk after o

tive and simple 1o use.” Alsa installed are two Jem

links: www.stealthattack.co.uk ZR12 smoke mochines, 12 Par 64 Parcans ond a
Strand dimmer. @
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