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C IE L O, NE W Y O R K
P robably on more DJs' wis h lists  than any club
regardless  of s ize is  house haven C ielo. T he
old fa ithful F unktion-One system s atis fies
even the most critical audiophiles , and the
dancefloor possesses  a vibe that never
seems to let up. P lus, C ielo is  forever filling its
schedule with the best beat-s lingers ; from
resident legends  Louie Vega (nominated this
year for Best R es ident DJ) and F rancois  K , to
the new wave of E uropean techno talent.
W inner of B est C lub in 2005 and 2006, as  well
as  numerous  other awards, C ielo has  a place
in the heart of anyone who loves  to dance. -
P M
www.cieloclub.com

S E T, MIAMI
Aiming to bring back Lincoln R oad's  era of luxury, the
10,000-square-foot venue S et basks  in luxe decor
and service, including vacuum-compres s ed elevators
for go-go girls , a backlit tortois e shell bar and a
future-themed glass  fireplace. (Because nothing
screams extravagance as  loudly as  a fireplace in
Miami, a city whose temperature rarely dips  below 60
degrees .) Add P ucci fabrics , S warovs ki crys tals ,
C ecil B. Demille-inspired E gyptian art including 12T-
foot-tall C leopatra s tatues  and (faux) elephant tusks ,
and you'll wonder if you're in Miami anymore. P lus, as
a necessary lounge testament, B ritney, G iselle,
K imora and the like have shown their faces  in the V IP
Trophy R oom. -C M
www.s etmiami.com

V E S S E L , S A N F R A NC IS C O
C ielo co-owner P hilippe R ieser has  already
won our hearts  and Best Club Award for two
years  in a row. S o when he and partner
S unwoo Hwang decide to unveil a new lounge
in S an F rancisco's  Union S quare, best believe
we—along with patrons  like Leonardo
DiC aprio, S alma Hayek and Mayor G avin
Newsom—will be there with Fluevogs  on,
Designed by C ielo's  S tephane Dupoux, this
subterranean decor features  Italian leather
banquettes , teak tables  and a Hollywood
juniper tree to buttress  the interior's  warm
organic tones . Meanwhile, the 25-speaker
F unktion-One sound system keeps  the party
properly chilled or heated. -J H
www. ves s el s f.com
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S MA R T  B A R , C HIC A G O
C oming back into the fray of competition this  year as  the defending champ,
C hicago's  S mart Bar has  continued to secure the s hifting loyalties  of C hicago's
nightclubbing elite after 25 years  in the industry. Music director, talent buyer
and ers twhile DJ  J ames  Amato has  kept the club ahead of the trends  with
sets  and live P As  from S pank R ock, Digitalism and J ustice, whos e set also
s cored a nod for Best DJ  S et. In the meantime, the F unktion-One sound
system and redesigned interior by Thomas S honer has  held up well s ince the
club's  ambitious  2006 renovation. Not bad for a basement club. -J H
www.s martbarchicago.com

S E T, MIAMI
Its  debut certainly turned a few heads: After all,  S et is  a 10,000-square-
foot venue run by Opium Group (Mansion, Opium Garden, Prive) and it
was  opening on S uper B owl S unday in Miami with a Hollywood theme.
With S warovs ki crys tal chandeliers  and baby croc finis hes , the interior
channels  old school T inseltown glamour. And with plasmas  and
P lexiglas  screens , it evokes  a new school approach to s howcas ing the
film set results . T apping the celeb ring to create a buzz in its  firs t year,
S et markets  toward the beautiful people, but also takes  care of the
music fans  booking DJ s  like Pete long, Paul Oakenfold and Bob
S inclar to rock its  F unktion-One sound s ys tem. -C M
www.s etmiami.com

S OUND INVE S T ME NT
FOR  S E T, MIAMI
B uilding on the success  of
Mansion's  2005 C lub World Award-
winning sound system, the S ound
Investment team used a s imilar
plan of attack for Opium G roup's
10,000-s quare-footS et.T o
accommodate the aesthetic
conditions  of S et's  meticulous
design, they used a s lew of high-
power, low-clutter F unktion-One
R esolution 2 speakers  with
s everal F -121 and F -218s ubs .
And to meet the challenge of
acoustically unfriendly surfaces ,
they delayed the speakers  with
numerous  BS S  processing
channels . MC 2 amplifiers  power
those speakers, as  well as  the
Martin Audio B lackline and JBL
boxes  on the upper level. -C M
www.soundinvestmentav.com


