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DY5, Dudley High fidelity on the Waterfront

"itua te d between B irmingham and

V -W olverhampton, D udle y's

W a terfront B us ines s  C entre s eems

an unlikely home for a mus ic

driven nightclub tha t is  both

imaginatively des igned and

operated with rea l hea rt. T he

complex of bus ines s  offices , hotels

and civic centre, whils t deeply

functiona l, is  bles s ed with

continua l re-inves tment, a

thriving bus ines s  culture and a

tha tch of tra ns port routes . Dean

R ock a nd Ala n F oxha ll,  owners

and operators  of D Y 5, had their

hearts  s et on a number of s ite s

within the complex before

winning the leas ehold of the

former R umba nightclub.

T hus  DY 5 ta ke s  its  place on the

W aterfront amongs t a s eries  of

leis ure and bus ines s  venues  - a

C hines e res ta ura nt; a 90s  themed

bar (ca lled B oom!) and an IR S

office ups ta irs . B ut the mighty

ambitions  of DY 5 reach fa r

beyond its  una s s uming s urrounds .

F oxha ll and R ock's  pla ns  for DY 5

have ma tured over s everal yea rs .

T he s ingle-room venue has  been

crea ted to renew c us tome rs '

pas s ion about clubbing and mus ic

- and will dis pel the mis perception

of Dudley as  the poor c ultura l

rela tion to B irmingham.

A s  is  often the cas e with good

opera tors , R ock and F oxha ll's

pas s ion for their club has  had a

trickle down effect on the

c olle c tive ta le nts  of the

contractors . An ins pired des ign

s cheme by club Lorrain S toke s

complements  S ound2L ight's

mixture of s ca ns , was hes ,

a nima ted gobos  and wa ll

projections : a s ys te m tha t whirls

about in a s eries  of meticulous ly

choreographed and pre-patched

dis pla ys . E veryone involved in the

project wa s  excited a bout the

a udio: K elco UK  L td's  flexible

arrangement of modified

F unktion-O ne Dance S ta c ks  and

R es olution-As  fills  every inch of

the 500 capacity venue with the

truly exceptiona l reproduction for

which F unktion-O ne is  known.

"The F unktion-One s ys tem is  a

great toy and the dance s ta cks

look like s ome kind of s onic

wea pon, " s a ys  F oxhall,  whos e love

of high fidelity has  grown out of

ten yea rs  of opera tiona l

experience. "T his  is  a dance venue

for s erious , trendy clubgoers , and

the D|s  and ours elves  get a lot of

pleas ure out ot the kit. We

a bs olutely love the R es  4s . A s  for

the cus tome rs , they tend to s top

and s ta re at the Dance S ta cks  in

dis belief when they wa lk in."

W ith a working relations hip

s panning ten yea rs , K elco's  Dave

K ella nd wa s  a wa re of F oxha ll's

pass ion for high fidelity sound.

"I knew tha t the DY 5 project

would be both demanding a nd

rewarding," s a ys  K elland. "Our

a pproa ch with all c us tome rs  is  of

a colla bora tive na ture. We lis te n

to the cus tomers  requirements ,

s ugges t equipment combina tions ,

then ca rry out de mons tra tions

and lis tening tes ts . "

"B y the time the equipment

s chedule is  fina liz ed, the client

has  pretty much chos en his  own

s ys te m. Until he cha nges  his  mind

or adds  e xtra s . "

S o it wa s  with DY 5. W hen K elland

wa s  a pproa ched by the DY 5 tea m,

F oxha ll wa s  originally keen on the
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vis ua lly impres s ive F unktion-O ne

Dance S ta c ks . A fte r lis tening te s ts

the opera tors  a ls o chos e the

F unktion-One R es olution-4

s ys te m, and a les s  aggres s ive

s ounding F 218 ba s s  for the

peripheral bar to compliment the

a uthority of the Infra ba s s  a t the

bottom of the Dance S ta ck. T he

re s ulta nt frequencies  a re s uch

tha t s ome of the back bar

s urfa ces  ha ve been finis hed with

rubber to prevent gla s s  bottles

'wa lking' off.

T he F unktion-O ne ins ta lla tion

provides  a foca l point for the

a c tion on the da nce floor, which

is  flanked on each s ide by a bottle

bar and a champagne bar,

directing pres s ure a wa y from a

large, ova l s ha ped ce ntra l bar.

T he s pa ce ha s  been decked out in

S toke s ' black and chrome finis hes

and des ign fixture s . T hes e include

a ca s t of K ylie Minogue's  legs ,

chrome ma s ks  and s ignage and a

s eries  of large ba llbea ring fixture s .

T hes e kooky des ign flouris hes  a re

pa rt of D Y S 's  well thought out

and tightly obs erved brand

identity.

"W e offer a credible dance venue,

and tha t credibility le a ns  heavily

on the brand des ign," s a ys

F oxhall.  "T he brand boa s ts  great

mus ic a s  well a s  a des ign tha t is

s tylis h and funky, but which is

s qua re ly focus ed on the comfort

and experience of the cus tomer. "

T he c lub's  finer touches  a tte s t to

this  philos ophy: from the

relentles s ly twe a ke d s ound s ys te m

to the individua lly mirrored toilet

cubicles , F oxha ll and Dean a re

keen to ma ke the c us tome r their

priority. A large part of this  is  the

des ire to get people on the floor.

"We ha ve tried to e s ta blis h the

right kind of environment by

keeping s e a ting and ta ble s  to a

minimum. W here a lot of c lubs

imita te s it-down ba rs  we're

determined to get people da ncing

a ga in. W ith the right kit and the

right s ounds , we're doing jus t

tha t. "

W ith publicity handling its elf

through word of mouth, the

club's  ca tchme nt s tre tc he s  right

a cros s  W olverhampton and

AU DIO 0 DY 5
David K elland of K elco UK  Ltd explains

the ins  and outs  of the cons iderable
F unktion-O ne ins tallation and toy-la den

DJ  cons ole a t DY 5.

"We worked hard to incorporate the

visually impres s ive look of F unktion-
One with a tota l a udio s olution which

would s ound as  good as  it looked and
arrived a t two ground s ta c ks  of
louds peakers  ea ch fitte d around

exis ting columns.
G round s ta cking is  a lways  a problem

with cus tomers  often trying to pus h the

s ta ck over or jus t unplugging

loudspeakers . We overcame this  by
fitting aluminium braces  behind the

s ta cks  to tie all the components

together and then a nchoring thes e into
the the columns . We als o brought all

the cabling down ins ide the columns
exiting through cus tom s teel flex plates

and modified the louds peakers  to

accept s teel glands  - meaning tha t
every cable has  been enca s ed within

shiny s teel and no conne ctors .

"Alan F oxhall and Dean R ock cha nged
the fill louds pea kers  from the original

F unktion One F -88s  to R es olution-Is

which are flown on custom brackets .

T hes e cover the areas  to the rear of the
ground s ta cks , while the amplifier rack

B irmingha m. Having turned a wa y

more people tha n they ha ve

a llowed in, the opera tors  have

come up with a minor c la s s ic with

D Y 5 . S maller and more intima te

tha n the mus ic driven s uperclubs

of yore, the venue nonetheles s

has  s ha ken the drinking public of

the W es t Midla nds  out of their

s e a ts  - and back once again onto

the dance floor.

currently res ides  at the rear of the beer

cellar where it's  nice and cold.
"T he rack is  a 800x800 unit which is

built s pecifica lly to our own

s pe c ific a tion and has  our own mains

dis tribution s ys tem fitte d. All inputs
and outputs  are plug-ins .

"E a ch of the eight amplifiers  are by
MC 2 while proces s ing is  by four

F unktion One X 0-1s . T hes e have been
chos en for s uperior s onic quality and

reliability.
T he DJ  cons ole should have been a

tardis : a lot of equipment and not quite

enough s pa ce. Mounted centrally, the

F unktion-one F F 6000 mixer is  s uperb,

while a pioneer E F X 500 was  mounted
above the s pea ker for DJ  toys .

"T wo T echnics  S L DZ-1200 cd players

are mounted above the technics
turnta bles  on s pa c e te k bra ckets , with a
third turntable mounted independently.

All the turntables  were ins talled on mr

wobbly is olation units .
"F inally, a pair of E M a c ous tic s  E M-121

DJ  monitors  were fitte d on poles  into

the worktop, and a cus tom dado trunk

wa s  fitte d a round the DJ  cons ole with
phono outlets  and power so that guest

equipment can be eas ily be

introduced."

C R E DITS

DY 5

The W aterfront

B riefly Hill Dudley DY 5 1XE

T :  01384344277

O wner: Dean R ock, Alan Foxhall

Interior Des ign :  Oswald Charles

Main C ontractors :  Buildmaster

C orperation Ltd.

S ound Ins tallation :  Kelco UK  Ltd

Light Ins tallation:  S ound2Light
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DY 5-W A L S A L L

Audio Ins tallation:  K elco UK

3 x T ec hnics  S L -1210 turntables  f/w S tanton 890S A  carls ;  3 x  Mr Wobbly turntable is olators ;  2 x

T echnics  S L -DZ1200 C D players ;  2 x  S pac etec k C D brackets ;  1 x  F unktion-one FF6000 DJ  Mixer;  1

x  P ioneer E F X500 e f f e c ts  unit. DJ  monitor s y s tem:  2 x  E M A c ous tic s  E M121 DJ  Monitors ; 1 x

F unktion-one X O -1 louds peaker management device;  1 x  MC 2 T 2QOQ amplifier Main S ys tem:  4 x

F unktion-one R es olution-4 low-mid/hi-mid/hi;  4 x  F unktion-one F 218 B as s ;  2 x  F unk tion-one

Infr a ba s s ;  1 x  K elc o C us tom e qu ipm e n t ra ck c/w mains  d is tr o s y s tem a nd te m pe r a tu r e

management;  2 x  F unktion-one X O -1 louds peaker management devic es ;  1 x  MC 2 E -15 amplifier;

MC 2 E -25 a mplifier ;  3 x  MC 2 E -45 a m pl i f ie r s . Fill S ys tem:  2 x  F unk tion-one R e s olution-1

louds peakers ;  2 x  Funktion-one

c u s to m f l y i n g ba rs ; 1 x

F unktion-one X O - 1 loudspeaker

management dev ic e;  1 x  MC 2

E 1 5 a m p l i f i e r ;  1 x  MC 2 E 25

amplifier

Hire e qu ipm e n t s u p p l i e d by

K elc o for live event on opening

night: 1 x  12'x 12' l itedec k s tage

with s k ir ts ;  2 x  F unktion-one

R es olution-2 loudspeakers; 2 x

F unktion-one F 218 B as s ;  1 x

X T A  D P 2 2 6 ; 1 x  K elc o 3 w a y

amplifier rac k ;  1 x  S oundcra ft

Mixer; 5 x  S ennheis er E W 335

r a d i o m ic s ;  1 x  T e c h n i c s

5L1200DZ C D playback.


