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TRYING TIMES

For Masaaki Azuma, establishing a rental company provided the introduction to the loudspeakers
that changed his life. Now running Try Audio and Funktion-One Japan, he is a man with a mission

Try Audio and Funktion-One Japan owner and founder, Masaaki Azvma,

IN MAY 2001, 0SAKA-BASED
rertal outfit Try Audio became the
firat company in the AsiaPacific
regian to take delvery of & full
FunktionOne Resalution tourng
system. Try Audio's Japanese
owmner and founder, Masaaki
Azuma, struck up & good rapport
with the English manufacturer, and
their decision to form Funktion-One
Japan was almost immediate. Try
Audio immersad itself in the box
shifting world of product
distribution, and Funktion-One had
at long kast found a partner in Asia
that It was confident could

The Jamiroquai sound system live in Dsaka.

represenl its muchrespected
trand. It was a parfeci mamiage
and one which is enging ks
honeymaan

Mong with four friends, Azuma
fermed Try Audio in August 1984
while studying at University.
Maintaining & small but significant
stock of PA hire eguipment for
amall events and venues, Try Awdio
filled a riche in the [ocal rental
market in Osaka. Azuma fills in the
gaps between August 1984 and
May 2001 “When the five of us
fownded Try Audio, we were still
University students, However, with
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Ther excegtion of mysall, varyona
left the company upon graduating,
retLrning to their hometowns o
baing offered professional jobs in
different industries, and | was the
enly one who steyed In the
compary. | bought some Bose 802
speakers. and worked on small
scale events in frant of train
stations, shopping malls and such
lika. Then in 1988 | bought four
Turbosound TMS-2 speakers, and a
YamahaPM3000-40¢ console, and
this led me to acqulring work as &
PA engineer for small bands, in
1904 | upgraded to a Turbosound

Flashlight system ard that allowed
me fo tender for overseas tounng
acts that were playing In Japan.
Howewver, in Decersber 2000, |
cama across the FunkiionOne
Resolution system which sounded
stunning. Having made the
purchase of 32 Res s and 32
218 subs in May 2004, | managad
to intraduce them m Japan at the
Fuji Rock Festival two months later”

In tanuary 2002, the largast
Funkthon-Qne tourng system
assembled to date was used at the
Jamiroguai concert in the
enommaus 43, 000-seat Tokyo
Dome indoor arena, FunktionOne's
Tory and Ann Andrews fhaw to
Japan to oversee the tour with co-
tounder John Mewsham. As well as
he massve ndoar aame, the Tour
also played in smaller venues
around Japan and, as such, the
flexibility of the Resolution system
was redlly understood and
dppreciated. The tour alsc
witnessad the debut of an
additional flying system to fly the
Res 9s above & sixwide Res 5
cluster. FOH enginear Rick Pope
comments: This is the way of the
future —It's the best sound
expenence. When the security guy
tells you it sounds bnllient that's a
big leap forward, Lead singer Jay
Kay himsell commented: It's
stunning, As a PA, Il honestly has
the best sourd I've ever heard,

Ter Azuima, the tour marked 8
significant watershad in tha
fortunes of FunktionOne Japan: It
was exciting and fun, and | gained
& lot of expenence from working
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A Funktion-One Resolution speaker cluster being hoisted for a Jamiroquai's concert in Osaha.

with John and Tormy, he says.
Azuma has continued to supply
the famous Full Reck Festhval, and
was lauded with praise after the
2003 event from FOH engineer,
Sean "Big Red’ Johnson: ‘| recently
had the pleasure of using the
Resolution series at the Mount Fuji
Festival in Japan, while working
FOH for the band Anthrax,’ he said
at the time. I hadnt come across
FunktionOne. Upon seeing the
boxes, Turbosound immediatety
carmd i mund, Dul with a crasy
twast. | honestly did not know whiat
to expec! for the show, especially
because It was & “throw and po”
with no soundcheck. To my
amazement, my mix came together
by the first chorus of the first song
and | can honestly say that it was
ong of the best shows that | had
done in years, The system was
seamless and | didn't touch the
EQ, It had the cleanpst, and most
avan response that | have heard in
a long while. | also could not
believe that onty & ane ton motor
was fying each cluster, In acdition
tor the minimal amount of
amplifiers used for the whole ng.
Azuma has certainty put
Funktion-One on the mapin a
redatheety shart space of time but,
ke Funktion-One’s founders, he is
happéest when he sees audiences
loaking happy and excited, That's
the goal for me, he confirmas.
"When you introduce these
Ioudspeakers to an act or an
audience that hasn't heand them
tefore, and you see their faces
light up, it's & special feeling.” Tony
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Andrews himself describes the
Japanese market as 'the most
critical in the workd”, and Azuma
has no shortage of competitors.
There are some big, established
rental companies in Japan,” he
says. Al of them are buddies and
competitors at the same tme.'
Azuma takes his time when
asked what obstackes e
currently were n fapan, bul
eveniually opens up: "My main
headache IS that customers easily
change their mind with passing
populanty — we seam o be very
fashion conscious in Japan. As we
currently don’t iry 1o make betler
quality products ourseles, as we
have in the past, we generally
belkeve in the manufacturer's
controlled sound quality. These
factors, | believe, are crippling the
development of the professional
‘audio market hera in Japan, When
working with foretgn artists, |
realise that we also have a
language barier and problems with
our electricity and voltages.
Azumia isn't dispinted however,
and despite only possessing a

limited English vocabulary, is a
regular face gt FunktionOne's
headquarters in Beass Green in the
UK. ‘| also wisit the Frankfurt Pro
Light & Sound exhibition each year
1o keep abreast of developments
and new products. It's good 1o see
people and keep in twueh, | eeently
bought a DIGICe DS console with
Digitracks for Try Audso, as this is
becoming increasingly popular
among overseas tounng acts and
on riders, sithough Japanese
engineers still haven't usod the
consobe yet. Line arrays ane still
very popular, but | feel that the
buyers of such systems am mone
interested in makeng profit for
themsebves rather than making the
best passible sudio reproduction,
They are losing the real purpose of
engineering.”

Now an established brand in
Japan, Azuima |s philosophical
about whers Funktion-One fits in
the domestic market: 'O course,
everyone has different opinions
about sound and the sound comes
from the actual Inudspeakers. But
with Funktion-One you also have
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The mixing desk and stage set for lamiroqual at the Tokyo Dome.

the simplicety of the setup-a
lightwedght, scalabbe system and a
umniggue design with which aur

customers are more than satisfied,

Even those who don't like the
sound of FunktionOne speakers
like the simplicity of setup, the low
weight and the design.”

Today, Try Audic is an
established rental compsany in
Osaha and Yokohama, with 30
employees incorporating salkes.

saricing, administraton,
accounting, installation,
development, rental, and
engineering, while Furdtion-One
Japan grows In stature with avery
major Japanese Lour itcaters o,
Like marny athers, Arama may hive
feunded Try Audio for kkeks and
loase change while studying,
the hobby has subseqguently
evolved into & fully mature
imternational ¢lass act with the
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hirth and growth of FunktionOne
lapan. Azuma is also planmng 1o
develop Try Audio as an
inteémational network and hopes 1o
establish offices in both Korea and
China in the near future, While
Azuma has stuck to his tashk
manfully of successfully developing
e presmium loudspeaker brand,
the Asia-Pacific market has taken
ncte and charted the rising statire
of the Resolutions. Today, he is
jained by Funktion-One Australls,
Funktion-One Konea, FunktionOne
China and Hawko in Singapore and
Malmpzia, and supports and hiaises
with his fellow subsidianes on a
regular basis. Whatever his obd four
University colleagues are daing
ik, Ehey Iriust surely be
guastioning thelr own jedgemearnt,
hawing followed their academic
career paths. If only they'd tned.

Try Awdio, lapan: + B1 6 6636 1679
Funlkthen-One, Japan!

+81 B 6643 DBOS |Osaka)
Furnktion-One, Japan:

+81 4 5316 TA54 ( Yokohama)
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